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Managing Clinical Safety Software Data

The “Clinical Data Analysis Roundtable” held
earlier this year provided an opportunity for
participants to meet with an expert panel to

discuss issues and concerns about the use of med-
ication technology—including wireless technology—
for improving patient care, avoiding adverse drug
events, and ensuring patient safety. This presenta-
tion offered a business case for the use of “intelli-
gent” technology, including wireless intravenous
infusion devices and barcoded medication adminis-
tration systems, as well as demonstrating how par-
ticipants can take a proactive, multidisciplinary
approach in the planning, selection, implementa-
tion, and diffusion of medication technology to
address potential errors.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this program, participants
should be able to:
• Discuss how hospitals are using data to build a

business case for high-technology devices that
reflect a substantial return on investment based
on cost savings and improved outcomes.

• Describe how hospitals are collecting real-time
data that can provide clinicians with safety infor-
mation on patients’ intravenous medication 
therapy.

• Develop a collaborative approach for implemen-
tation and maintenance of technology to improve
patient care.

MEDICATION TECHNOLOGY 
AND ITS IMPACT ON MEDICATION ERRORS
Linda Morgan, RN

Statistics
The Institute of Medicine (IOM) issued a

report in 1999, To Err is Human, and the report
showed that 44,000 to 98,000 deaths occur each
year in the hospital environment and that this is
the eighth leading cause of death—exceeding
motor vehicle accidents, breast cancer, and
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). In
addition to data given in this report, each year
770,000 patients are injured in a hospital environ-
ment ; there are at least 7,000 deaths ; and nearly
1 in every 5 drug doses administered in the typical
hospital and skilled nursing facility results in a
medication error. Furthermore, a study by Barker
et al. states that about 7% of the total errors made
in the hospital environment will end in potential
harm to the patient.

Based on the proceedings of a Webcast sponsored by VHA and
held on May 14 and June 3, 2008. The Webcast can be viewed in
its entirety at www.hospitalpharmacyjournal.com. Webcast
content used with permission.

Moderator: Beth Wilson

• Medication Technology and Its Impact 
on Medication Errors 
Speaker: Linda Morgan, RN
Consultant
At the time of the Webcast, Director of Operations,
Erlanger Health System, Chattanooga, Tennessee

• Safety Software for Medication Devices
Speaker: Burnis D. Breland, MS, PharmD, FASHP
Director of Pharmacy, Columbus Regional Healthcare
System, Columbus, Georgia; Adjunct Professor of
Pharmacy Practice, Auburn University Harrison
School of Pharmacy, Auburn, Alabama

• Impact of Medication Technology at Union Hospital
Speaker: Megan O. Finch, RN-BC, MS
Staff Development Specialist, Patient Education
Specialist, Union Hospital, Terre Haute, Indiana

ACCREDITATION
ProCE, Inc., is accredited by the Accredi -
tation Council for Pharmacy Education
(ACPE) as a provider of continuing pharmacy
education. Nurse con   tinuing education (CE)
is provided for this supplement through 
collaboration between ProCE, Inc., and Wild
Iris Medical Education, Inc.
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The “Clinical Data Analysis Roundtable” held on May 14 and June 3, 2008 provided an opportunity for partici-
pants to meet with an expert panel to discuss issues and concerns about the use of medication technology  - 
including wireless technology - for improving patient care, avoiding adverse drug events, and ensuring patient 
safety.  This presentation offered a business case for the use of “intelligent” technology, including wireless 
intravenous infusion devices and barcoded medication administration systems, as well as demonstrating how 
participants can take a proactive, multidisciplinary approach in the planning, selection, implementation, and  

				       diffusion of medication technology to address potential errors. 
			 
				     * Based on the proceedings of a webcast sponsored by VHA.  Webcast content used with permission.	
 

  EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this activity, pharmacists and nurses will be able to:
•  Discuss how hospitals are using data to build a business case for high-technology devices that reflect a substantial return on investment based on cost  
    savings and improved outcomes. 
•  Describe how hospitals are collecting real-time data that can provide clinicians with safety information on patients’ intravenous medication therapy. 
•  Develop a collaborative approach for implementation and maintenance of technology to improve patient care.

  ACCREDITATION

ProCE, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education.  ACPE Universal Program Number 
221-999-08-106-H05-P has been assigned to this home study program (initial release date 11-01-08).  This program is approved for 1.5 contact hours (0.15 CEUs) in 
states that recognize ACPE providers. The program is provided at no cost to participants. Statements of credit will be issued online upon successful completion of the post-
test ( ≥ 70% correct).

Nurse CE is provided for this supplement through collaboration between ProCE, Inc. and Wild Iris Medical Education, Inc.  Wild Iris Medical Education, WSNA 
CEARP Provider number PA-5/Feb/11, is an approved provider of continuing education by the Washington State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by 
the American Nurses’ Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  California Board of Registered Nursing Provider #12300.  This activity provides 1.5   

 contact hours of nurse CE credit.

  FACULTY

Burnis D. Breland, M.S., Pharm.D., FASHP
Director of Pharmacy 
Columbus Regional Healthcare System 
The Medical Center, Inc.
Columbus, Georgia

  ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS

 Yes! Please send me a FREE copy of the Journal Supplement “Managing Clinical Safety Software Data: Proceedings of an Expert Roundtable”

Fax:     (800) 733-2129                            OR 
Web:   www.ProCE.com (To order hard copy or download PDF)

NOTE: This activity expires on November 1, 2011	
Please Print							       Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery.
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Megan O’Connor Finch, RN-BC, MS
Staff Development Specialist 
Union Hospital
Terre Haute, Indiana

Linda Morgan, RN
Director of Operations**
Erlanger Health System
Chattanooga, Tennessee
** At the time of the webcast
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